II made no effort to enforce them.

4.    The heretical nobles were amply protected by
the Polish constitution, especially after the Diet of
1551  made   religious   liberty real  and   effective   by
taking away the power of judging heretics from the
ecclesiastical courts and giving it to the civil courts.

One must add, however, that this protection did
not extend to the peasants and simple city people
according to the general rule of those times citius regiv,
illiits religio.

But the civil authorities would take no part in per-
secuting the heretics. They show up well in this
controversy. Poland's refusal to persecute Pro-
testants during this period is one of the most glorious
pages of her history. In this she stands unique
among the great nations of the era of the Reformation.
The fruits of this are harvested today. There is iri
Poland less historic ground for ill-will between Protes-
tants and Catholics than in other European countries
and these two bodies of Christians live and work in
harmony in Poland as perhaps nowhere else in the
world. This in a country where the Protestants today
number less than 3 per cent, of the population. The
intolerance during the reign of Zygmunt III is justly
laid at the door of that king and of the Jesuits,
and are not to be held against the whole body of
Catholics.

5.    The Diet was predominately Protestant during
the height of the Reformation.    The decrees of the
Council of Trent, even though accepted by the king in
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